INVASION OF INDIA:   DELHI TO NADIRABAD
baggage train had to cross the swift Kurram river no less than twenty-two
times ; so many baggage animals were carried away and drowned during
these crossings that one-quarter of the spoils of India was lost.1
At last, on the ist Shawwal (ist January, 1740) the army emerged
from the grim and forbidding defiles of the Kurram, called by the men
the " valley of the demon " ; on entering the lower country, they were
delighted to see green fields and to breathe the warmer air.2
Although the soldiers rejoiced when they left the Kurram valley behind,
their troubles were by no means at an end. The local zamindars retired
to their strongholds and offered resistance,3 and certain of the Bannuchi
tribesmen attacked the Persian columns.4 It is said, however, that some
of the Bannuchis were terrified at the sight of the Persians, who were all
clad in red and had tents of the same colour. Nadir dealt ruthlessly with
the tribesmen who attacked him ; the Garri clan is stated to have been
i ,000 strong when he came, but only two remained after he had gone.5
Large numbers of baggage animals had, as stated above, been drowned
in the Kurram ; many more died through lack of fodder, and transport
consequently became very scarce. Further to the south, it was found that
the tribespeople had, at the orders of Khudayar Khan, taken away and
hidden as much of the grain as they could carry and had burnt the rest;
parties of troops had, therefore, to be sent far afield to obtain sufficient
supplies.6
It seems that Nadir, when near Bazar Ahmad Khan, struck southwards
from the Kurram to the Tochi river, and that he passed through or close
to the towns of Bharth and Kaki and traversed the district of Nar7 and
*Bayant foL 32 (a).
1 Ibid., and 32 (b).
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4 Sir E. D. Maclagan informs me that, according to local tradition, the townspeople of Kaki
and Bharth mistook the Persian advance guard for a company of merchants travelling in the
manner of the Powindahs, and delivered an attack. They paid dearly for their mistake,
for Nadir had them all put to the sword. As the Powindahs always travelled folly armed
and in large bodies when in dangerous country, it is not altogether strange that the Ban*
nuchis should have mistaken the Persian advance guard for a company of them.
*	$ayat-i-Afghani, p, 628.
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1 Sir E. Maclagan states: " The natives have a strange story about a poor Bannuchi in Nar
who, on Nadir's approach, fled up a very large tree; the place beneath this tree was
selected by Nadir's Khalasis as the spot on which the tents of the harem should be pitched;
the ladies espied the poor man in the tree, and when the Shah himself came out, the poor
wretch fell down in abject terror, but Nadir, instead of punishing him, said with a sort of
princely contempt that, as the harem was now of no value, he might take it all, and the
Bannuchi ploughman found himself saddled with an emperor's harem and all its servants
and accoutrements. He was only too pleased to accept a few rupees from the ladies and
to let them return to Khurasan." Tnese local traditions are of interest, bat implicit,
reliance must not be placed on them. For example, Sir H. B. Edwards (op* cit.> VoL II,
p. 20) relates that the people of Multan believed that the fine groves of date-palms sur-
rounding the city owed their origin to date stones left on the ground by Nadirs soldiers,
" a legacy of wealth and beauty such as conquest seldom leaves behind*" It is, however,
known for certain that Nadir did not inarch through Multan*

